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peaceful means. Mrs. Brandt’s efforts to teach
a new generation about ways to settle dis-
agreements without fighting are very much
needed today.

To advance the cause of peace, Mrs.
Brandt, in 1992 initiated a schoolwide peace
campaign at W.J. Bryan Elementary. In subse-
quent years the school sponsored the Annual
W.J. Bryan Peace Summit which has become
a model for other area schools. Earlier this
year, more than 2,000 students and parents
participated in a multicultural peace march or-
ganized by Mrs. Brandt and the students of
W.J. Bryan.

Mrs. Brandt has also coordinated the
schoolwide training of all teachers in ‘‘Creative
Conflict Solving for Kids’’ and established a
Peer Mediation Program.

In 1994 Mrs. Brandt was recognized as
Peace Administrator of the Year by the Peace
Education Foundation. Under her leadership,
W.J. Bryan was named the 1995 Exemplary
Peace School by Dade County Public Schools
Multicultural Task Force.

Mr. Speaker, I join with all of our community
in honoring Nora W. Brandt, educator and
peacemaker.
f
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. Gene R. Alexander of Benton, IL.
For over 30 years he was a devoted teacher
and principal, and on April 25 he will be hon-
ored for his service when the library at Benton
Elementary School is renamed the ‘‘Gene R.
Alexander Learning Resource Center.’’ I would
like to thank ‘‘Mr. A,’’ he is fondly referred to,
for his relentless promotion of education and
his efforts on behalf of the children of Franklin
County.

As an educator and administrator I under-
stand the commitment and hard work it takes
to make a profound impact on the lives of your
students. This task is even harder today, for it
seems all school employees are asked to
make a case for the benefits of education; stu-
dents crave entertainment and engagement as
much as they desire fundamental knowledge.
Mr. A. understood that if he gave enough of
himself to the children, they would respond.
Even in retirement, he still can be found read-
ing to students, cleaning and painting area
schools, spreading the word to say no to
drugs, even contributing his own money to
purchase school resources. Mr. A has been
the difference for many kids between enjoying
school and appreciating the value of education
instead of just getting by. And, as so often is
the case with community leaders, Mr. A’s civic
participation has not been confined to his cho-
sen profession. He has taught Sunday School
at the First Christian Church for 37 years and
been an active member and past president of
the Benton Kiwanis. His life is a testimonial to
selflessness, and we the recipients of his kind-
ness have been truly blessed.

Mr. Speaker, all too often we fail to recog-
nize the contributions that the teachers of our
children make to their lives. On this very floor,

we hear about how our education system is
letting down our students and how overall
standards have decreased. Thankfully, Gene
R. Alexander has made sure this is not the
case in Benton and the surrounding area. I
would again like to thank Mr. A for his tireless
efforts on behalf of the children of the 19th
District. It is an honor to represent him in the
U.S. Congress.
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Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor an outstanding civic leader of Illinois’
14th Congressional District, Leo Nelson, on
his forthcoming receipt of the Elgin Cosmopoli-
tan Club’s Annual Distinguished Service
Award.

Leo Nelson has served the community of
Elgin with great distinction over the years,
serving as a member of city government for
over a decade and participating in a number
of community activities. The list of accomplish-
ments during his long career are many, and
there are several States across this Nation
that are better for his service there. Born and
raised in Chicago, Illinois, he graduated from
the University of Illinois with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in political science in 1957. He then
served his country for several years in the
U.S. Army, retiring and returning to college at
Boston University where he received his Mas-
ter’s degree in 1964. He began his profes-
sional career as administrative assistant to the
city manager of Rock Island, IL in 1964, and
followed that position with city management
positions in Wyoming, Michigan and Sidney,
OH before settling in Elgin, IL, in late 1972.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Nelson has been a highly
valued member of the Elgin community for
nearly 25 years, and his list of civic activities
is quite lengthy. He is a former director and
current chairman of the Elgin Area Chamber
of Commerce Board, the president-elect of the
United Way of Elgin Board, member of the
Elgin Community College Foundation Board
and current chairman of the Robotics and
High Technology Academy of School District
U–46 in Elgin. His past activities have in-
cluded time as chairman of the Jayne Shover
Easter Seal Center, as chairman of the Great-
er Elgin Area YMCA Corporate Board, and as
a member of the Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices Board, the Well Child Conference and the
Elgin affiliate of the Literacy Volunteers of
America.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues
to join me in honoring this dedicated man, for
his commitment to the Elgin community and to
improving this Nation. I wish him well as they
years’s recipient of the Elgin Cosmopolitan
Club’s Annual Distinguished Service Award,
an honor that is richly deserved.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, for the past 60
years in Monroe County, one man has been at
the forefront of fighting for the needs of the
Florida Keys. Ervin Higgs has taken a leading
role in finding solutions to our communities’
problems. In recognition of all of his civic
achievements, I would like to take this time to
outline all that he has done for south Florida.

The Ervin Higgs story began on April 30,
1936 in Key West, Florida. On that day, Ervin
Higgs was born into a family of ‘‘conchs’’ who
trace their heritage to Spanish Wells in the
Bahamas.

In an attempt to contribute his energy to the
community, Ervin sought out public service as
a profession. He was first appointed by Gov-
ernor Askew in 1976 as the tax assessor for
Monroe County, FL and has served in that po-
sition ever since.

When the local government was mandated
to adopt a comprehensive plan in compliance
with certain state mandates, Ervin was acutely
aware of the higher taxes paid under the
school funding formula. Even at the early
stages, he foresaw that the funding formula
could, and probably in the near future, reach
a point where local taxpayers would be re-
quired to pay more into the state school fund
than would be allowed to be expended by the
local school board. In order to ensure that all
properties were properly reflected on the tax
roll when the country adopted the initial com-
prehensive plan, he realized that the mapping
of the environmental features of properties
was inadequate. He hired his own consultant
and eventually produced maps that were
adopted by the county.

Through the years Ervin has been in office,
he has defended the equity of the tax roll and
even fought in the courts to ensure that every-
one paid their fair share. He has cost-effec-
tively modernized the Property Appraiser’s Of-
fice, passing cost-savings back to the tax-
payers.

As he grew older, Ervin developed into one
of those endangered species that is currently
being threatened in south Florida as a result
of an attempt of almost every level of govern-
ment to influence and control the future of the
Florida Keys. As a ‘‘conch’’, he has always
been acutely aware of the need to preserve
the existing natural beauty of the Florida Keys
while at the same time attempting to keep the
local economic base viable. For all of his
work, I would like to take this time to honor his
achievements.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I was
unavoidably absent for the final vote on Tues-
day, April 16. I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll-
call vote 120.
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Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, the Department of
Veterans Affairs [VA] Hospital Volunteer Pro-
gram is one of the oldest and largest nation-
ally coordinated programs and is an outgrowth
of a movement that began during World War
II. During that time, volunteers came, unsolic-
ited, to VA hospitals to visit and entertain war-
injured patients. After the war, national organi-
zations and the VA formulated this effort by
creating the VA Voluntary Service National
Advisory Committee.

This year is the 50th anniversary of VA Vol-
untary Service. That organization has coordi-
nated the donation of more than 400 million
community volunteer hours at VA medical cen-
ters since 1945.

At the VA Medical Center [VAMC] in Louis-
ville, 585 volunteers worked a total of 58,225
hours last year. This is equivalent to 26 full-
time employees and valued at $706,269.

Last year, Louisville VAMC volunteers gave
$150,372 in material donations, such as per-
sonal hygiene items, art supplies, books,
equipment, and vehicles to the medical center.
In addition, our volunteers gave $58,321 in
monetary donations last year.

Volunteers are vital to the delivery of health
care to our nation’s veterans. They assist at
the Louisville VAMC by transporting patients
to different areas of the hospital, transporting
records and files, visiting patients, assisting
with recreation programs, and helping with
clerical work.

The most valuable contribution given to vet-
eran patients by Louisville VAMC volunteers
cannot be measured in any way. It is the gift
of themselves—their compassion, caring, un-
derstanding, and dedication. Their very pres-
ence in the medical center contributes to put-
ting frightened patients at ease and creating a
comfortable environment for them.

I salute the Louisville VA Medical Center’s
volunteers for their tireless service to our Na-
tion’s veterans.
f
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Mr. ORTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment today to honor Utah State
Senator Wilford ‘‘Rex’’ Black of Salt Lake City,
who is retiring from the Utah Senate after rep-
resenting his west Salt Lake district for 24
years.

Senator Black has earned the high respect
and admiration of his colleagues on both sides
of the aisle as he has worked in the Utah Sen-
ate. An article, published in the Thursday,
February 29, 1996, edition of the Salt Lake
Tribune written by staff writer Tony Semerad,
does a good job describing Senator Black. I
would like to include portions of this article in
today’s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

Wilford ‘‘Rex’’ Black Jr., trusty loco-
motive driver of Utah Democratic legisla-

tors, pulled into the retirement yard
Wednesday after a quarter-century of serv-
ice.

Part statesman, part grump, part warm-
hearted grandfather, Black, 76, ended a 24-
year Senate career when the gavel fell. As
the longest-serving senator in the chamber,
he leaves an indelible mark on state govern-
ment and the politicians who stay behind.

The Senate had been a dry-eyed place in
1996. That is, until Monday, when senators
began speaking up at a Black farewell cere-
mony. One by one, leading Republicans and
Democrats folded in tears as they bade fare-
well to the retired railroad engineer-turned-
senator, his firm manner and, above all, his
integrity.

‘‘When Rex tells you something, you can
take it to the bank,’’ said Sen. John
Holmgren, R-Bear River City. ‘‘That’s just
the way it is.’’

Through six Senate terms, the Rose Park
resident has served as majority whip when
Democrats dominated Capitol Hill, and held
the post of Senate minority leader for a dec-
ade. From key committee seats, he has influ-
enced nearly every major piece of legislation
since the late 1970s, focusing on public safe-
ty, transportation, credit unions and the
state’s retirement system.

Senate President Lane Beattie, R-West
Bountiful, calls Black and his experience one
of strongest arguments against the idea of
term limits. ‘‘I can’t imagine a worse mis-
take than limiting the expertise, knowledge
and wisdom of a man like this,’’ said Beattie.

Many find it impossible to imagine work-
ing in the Utah Legislature without Black’s
leather-tough, sometime gruff, sometime hu-
morous presence.

‘‘He is as much of a part of my mental vis-
ualization of what goes on in here as any-
thing or anybody in the chamber,’’ said Gov.
Mike Leavitt, whose father, Dixie Leavitt,
served alongside Black.

But the years catch up with everyone. ‘‘It’s
my time to go,’’ Black said.

While still fit after surviving a bout with
cancer six years ago, the gray-haired senator
shows an icy bluntness and lack of self-con-
sciousness befitting someone who has spent
his golden years making state laws.

He is renowned for reading every bill, even
the most mind-dulling, and for being a stick-
ler for correctness in procedure.

He was born in Salt Lake City in 1920 and
named for his father, a Hercules shell-house
foreman. Seven months after marrying Helen
Shirley Frazer in May 1942, Black entered
the army, eventually driving supply and
prisoner trains across Europe.

Upon his return, Black resumed working
for the Denver & Rio Grande Western Rail-
road, reaching the ranks of union leadership
in the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen
and Enginemen and its successor, the United
Transportation Union, until retirement.

He has eight children, 34 grandchildren and
four greatgrandchildren, a clan a fellow sen-
ator said ‘was practically the entire popu-
lation of Rose Park.’ Black also is a devout
Mormon.

Eddie Mayne labored in the Bingham open-
pit mine 25 years ago, when he and a delega-
tion of other workers approached Black
about running for the Senate. Black’s wife
was decidedly cold to the idea. ‘I won’t tell
you her exact remarks,’ he said, ‘but it was
a definite ‘no.’

Mayne, now head of the Utah AFL-CIO and
a senator himself, said Black has come to
symbolize a Democratic brand of respect and
compassion for the elderly, disabled, veter-
ans, workers, and the state’s downtrodden.

On their behalf, Black has charged into
some of the major political fights of the age.

The only filibuster of his career came
under the late Gov. Scott Matheson. Repub-

licans proposed altering state procurement
code in a way Democrats felt jeopardized the
Intermountain Power Project, an immense
coal-fire power plant near Delta, a boon for
blue-collar jobs.

Black stalled Senate debate for an hour
and 45 minutes, enough time to allow Demo-
crat Matheson to pressure the bill’s support-
ers into backing down.

Finally, they asked me to call it off,’ he
said with a wry smile.

Mr. Speaker, I add my congratulations and
thanks to Senator Black, on behalf of the peo-
ple of Utah, for his may years of service in the
Utah Senate. He will be missed but not forgot-
ten.
f
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Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, today I would like to
salute a young constituent of mine, Manoj
‘‘Manny’’ Illickal, who is working toward his
college degree with the assistance of the
Gateway Job Corps. Manny recently took first
place honors in the Joint Action in Community
Service, Inc. [JACS] National Essay Contest.

I offer for inclusion in the RECORD, Manny’s
award-winning essay, ‘‘How Job Corps
Changed My Life.’’ It’s an inspiring story of
how he learned self-discipline and the value of
hard, honest work. After reading this essay, I
am certain that you’ll agree with me that
Manny’s future is limited only by how far he
wants to take himself. He seems to have the
right attitude for success.

HOW JOB CORPS CHANGED MY LIFE

(By Manny Illickal)
While my classmates were cleaning other

parts of the workshop, I was spending my
Friday afternoon mopping the office of my
instructor; that is, I was supposed to be mop-
ping his office. What I was actually doing
was trying to figure out how best to get out
of Building and Apartment Maintenance, out
of Gateway Civilian Conservation Center and
(most importantly) out of the U.S. Job
Corps. I was a really smart kid when it came
to quitting things, probably because I had a
lot of practice.

After the student-foreman had told me to
mop the office I asked, ‘‘Don’t you have
someone who does that type of work here?’’
‘‘Yeah, we have you.’’ I was rather discour-
aged, because the floor didn’t seem to be get-
ting any cleaner. Every few minutes, I would
spill a few drops of dirty water onto the
floor, and I would halfheartedly move the
mop around whenever a classmate walked by
the window. Mopping the floor as part of my
jobs was beneath me. I was a really smart
kid.

Why should I have to do this work? I
wasn’t even building anything. Enough was
enough. I was going to get my pay and get
out of this place so fast that they would have
to change their name to Getaway. I had quit
better places than this one, and it got easier
every time. I came to Job Corps because I
wanted to get a good job. I hadn’t come to
the Job Corps work. After all, I was a really
smart kid who had never had to work too
hard when I was in school.

Of course, I didn’t really understand why
being smart didn’t seem to help too much
with my grades. Back in school, I knew I was
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